COM101H Householder Fall 23
Introduction to Communication -Honors                      	     189:101H         
and Information Processes					     Fall 23                       Hybrid 
	     

Dr. Brian Householder (Director of Undergraduate Studies in Communication)
Office: 215 SC&I Building
Email: brian.householder@rutgers.edu (best contact), not via canvas.
Phone: 848 932 8724 
Office Hours: Wednesday 4-5pm and by appointment (phone or Zoom) 
Classroom: AB-2100 W 2-3:20pm 
TA contract information is in a separate document in the introductory prospective module and the announcements tab. TAs will hold regular drop in hours via the Conferences Tab in canvas and by appointment. We prefer you use the TA assigned our last initial alphabetically.
Description: 
Survey of the field of communication: interpersonal, group, organizational, speech, mass, intercultural, and international communication; public relations and advertising.

Upon the successful completion of this course, students should be able to:
• Discuss and evaluate the main branches of communication
• Analyze different communication scenarios and interactions
• Learn the basic aspects of communication theory and related applications
• Recognize differences between vernacular and academic approaches to communication
• Apply theories of perception, the self, culture, language, nonverbal communication,
mediated communication, relationships, organizations, and mass communication to real
life situations.

SAS Core Curriculum Goals
This course fulfils the following SAS Core Curriculum Goals:
Nature of Languages (AHq), Philosophical and Theoretical Issues (AHo), Social Analysis (SCL)
Textbook:
Ruben & Stewart (2019). Communication and Human Behavior. 7th Edition. United States: Kendall Hunt. ISBN:  9781524976958 (print-approximately $125 new). The book is available from the Rutgers (B&N) bookstore. You can also purchase the book directly from the publisher’s website (which also offers an e-book, $62.50): https://www.kendallhunt.com/ruben_stewart/ 






Canvas:
We will be using Canvas for all course content. Lectures videos, slides and supporting content will be in the course modules and the title links to the modules for the course syllabus(see schedule). Moreover, we will use this platform to inform you of your grades, make available handouts, study guides, all major assignments, cybers and audio-visual materials. You will need to know your NetID and password to access our canvas shell. Make sure an email you check often is linked to Canvas (your Rutgers email).


Warning:
This course deals with adult subject matter. Films and discussion are frank. Media used in this course occasional contains profanity. If you know you are offended by this type of material, this might not be the course for you. All material is used in the context of explicating major course concepts (race, sexuality and others issues). If you stay in the class, you are free to leave anytime you might feel uncomfortable. Warning is given before films are show with significant amounts of adult content. Alternate media can be provided for those that are not comfortable.
Attendance:
Your attendance is expected. Research has shown a strong relationship between attendance and successful course completion. Over the course of the semester we will assign various online or face-to-face activities and cyber assignments worth 5-10 points each. You must attend regularly to earn those points and no makeup assignments are offered (even if sick… we build slack into the grading to allow for a few missed items). This class is not designed to be binge watched. Content will be released in a paced manor and assignments due in a reasonable time around the context release.  
Use of the absence notification system or providing a doctor’s note for minor illness or missed sessions will not excuse or allow work to be made-up. Only extended absences with verification from the Deans Office will result in accommodations. 

Course Assignments: Students must complete.
1)      Active Participation (70 points approximately): Over the course of the semester, students will engage in several activities, exercises, and cyber writing assignments designed to put course concepts into practice.  All of these assignments are due in canvas when noted. Also, you are expected to add your perspective to class discussions. You must do more than attend to earn these points. Each is worth 5-10 points. 
2)     Quizzes (80): (4) quizzes will be given over the course of the term. They will be a combination t/f, multiple-choice. Each quiz will cover a few modules and function as low stakes exam prep. The quizzes are 10-items T/F and MC. Each correct answer is worth a point, but you get 10-points just for taking the quiz (quiz base).
3)     2 Exams (200): There will be two (2) exams each worth 100-points. The exams will be a combination t/f, multiple-choice and not be comprehensive. Each exam will only cover half of the course content. 
4)      Essays (125):  Two (2) major writing assignments will be required in this course. The papers must be typed and they must adhere to the standard exceptions regarding grammar, punctuation, etc… No late paper will be accepted. Further details on each assignment will be provided later in the term. 50 points paper #1 and 75 points paper#2 each. Papers are no more than 3 pages in length.
Grading:
Rutgers SC&I allows the following standard grades: A, B+, B, C+, C, D, and F. Rutgers does not allow for “-“ grades, and this skews distributions to some extent. An F is used for failing work or for a student who has stopped attending class without formally withdrawing. A temporary grade, T, can only be assigned to a student who due to unforeseen, and generally emergency, circumstances cannot finish coursework within the given semester; the student then has extra time to complete the coursework and have the grade changed or else the T becomes permanent. T grades are extremely rare. Numerical conversion (grades .5 and above are NOT rounded up): (% of approximately 450 points) 
A   90-100%
B+ 89-85%
B   84-80%
C+ 79-75%
C   74-70%
D   69-65%
F    65% & below 

Written Assignments: 
All assignments written outside of class must conform to the APA style manual (7th ed.) including but not limited to typing. No late assignments are accepted for full credit, and assignments are due when noted in Canvas. 

Grievance Procedure:
Occasionally, students are unsatisfied with some dimension of the course. In such a case, students should first provide a written argument in support of their position to the instructor and request a meeting with the instructor. All grade issues with specific assignments must be made one week after the assignment/score is returned. The instructor does not consider a C a punitive grade. 


Other information:
1. You are responsible for reading and understanding the contents of the syllabus. Students are expected to be familiar with and abide by University regulations regarding academic honesty. Specifically, students must give proper credit when others’ ideas are used (see APA manual for more detailed description). The consequences of scholastic dishonesty are very serious. Rutgers’ academic integrity policy is at http://ctaar.rutgers.edu/integrity/policy.html. An overview of this policy may be found at http://cat.rutgers.edu/integrity/student.html. 
Academic integrity means, among other things: 
Develop and write all of your own assignments. 
Show in detail where the materials you use in your papers come from. Create citations whether you are paraphrasing authors or quoting them directly. Be sure always to show source and page number within the assignment and include a bibliography in the back. 
Do not look over at the exams of others or use electronic equipment such as cell phones or MP3 players during exams. 
Do not fabricate information or citations in your work. 
Do not facilitate academic dishonesty for another student by allowing your own work to be submitted by others (or looked at by others). 
2. You should attend class regularly. Although attendance does not directly figure into your grade (other than in class participation grade), it has been my experience that attendance and class performance are strongly and positively related. It is your responsibility to cover material missed. It is University policy (University Regulation on Attendance, Book 2, 2.47B, formerly 60.14f) to excuse without penalty students who are absent from class because of religious observance and to allow the make-up of work missed because of such absence. Students are advised to provide timely notification to instructors about necessary absences for religious observances and are responsible for making up the work or exams according to an agreed-upon schedule. Timely notification of such for this course is defined as notifying the professor in writing with appropriate documentation by Oct. 14th of any absences for the entire semester. 
Students are expected to attend all classes; if you expect to miss one or two classes, please use the University absence reporting website - https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ - to indicate the date and reason for your absence. An email will automatically be sent to me from this system. Note that if you must miss classes for longer than one week, you should contact a dean of students to help verify your circumstances. 
3.All material must be typed, except ones conducted in class. 
4.Please make all requests in writing (by October 14th at the latest). This includes excused absences and holidays. Students with disabilities (both short- and long-term) who wish accommodations in this class must do so through the Rutgers Disabilities Services Office. This must be done in advance; that is, you should notify the professor by February 14th in writing with all documentation. 
5.Extra credit opportunities may be announced (and posted on Canvas), and we will discuss guidelines if offered (but don’t expect any). 
6.If you have questions about the assignments, please see me long before they are due so I can provide the maximum assistance. Please ask for assistance early! 
7.All email is responded to, even with a simple “thanks for letting me know.” In unusual circumstances, a reply to email may take 2-3 days. If you have not received a reply after three days, please check the address and resend the same message asking if I received it. Filters do occasionally capture messages, so it is important that students know if their message is received. 
8. Please do not tape the class without the instructor’s permission.

COM 101 Tentative Schedule
Exam dates will not change.
Fall 2023
Week of:
            Course Modules
9/6	Orientation to 101
 		Reading: none
9/13	Introductory perspectives
		Read: Chapter 1, 2 & 3
9/20     Information Reception 
		Read: Chapter 6
9/27	Perception- Interpretive Competence  
		Read: Chapter 6
10/4	 The individual- Self Competence 
		Read: Chapter 8
10/11	Nonverbal (Paper#1 due 10/13)
		Read: Chapter 4 
10/18	Verbal 
		Read: Chapter 5
10/25 	Interpersonal Influence 
		Reading:  handout-canvas
11/1 Exam #1
11/8	Relationships and Relationships 2.0
		Read: Chapter 9
11/15	 Groups (Paper #2 due 11/)
		Read: Chapter 10
	Organizational 
		Read: Chapter 11
11/29  Conflict
		Read: none
	Culture 
		Read: Chapter 12
12/6	Media & Mass Comm.
Reading: Chapters 7 
12/13	Public
		Reading: none
#2 Final Exam 12/20 4-5:30pm

Other University Resources 
Resource Learning Center 
Web: http://lrc.rutgers.edu/ 
Tutoring, academic coaching, course specific study groups (supplemental instruction), course support, workshops, and services for students with disabilities as well as a quiet, comfortable place to study. 
Writing Centers 
http://wp.rutgers.edu/tutoring/writingcenters Purpose: Tutoring, development of writing skills 
Office for Disability Services 
Web: http://studentaffairs.rutgers.edu/disability/
Phone: (732) 932-2848
Purpose: Provide accommodations for students with disabilities (e.g., visual, motor, hearing, speech, learning, psychological). 
Psychological Services 
Web: http://rhscaps.rutgers.edu/
Purpose: Provide group and individual counseling, crisis intervention, and psychological and psychiatric evaluations. 
Security Escort Services 
If you need an escort to your residence or car at night, you can request a Security Officer Escort from the Rutgers University Police Department by calling 732-932-7211. 
