LAW AND POLITICS 
790:106 
Fall, 2023
Douglas Cantor
Lucy Stone Hall (Livingston) – Auditorium 
Tuesdays and Fridays 10:20am to 11:40am
(Recitation time and location available on your WebReg. Instructions for attending recitation are provided in this syllabus)

Instructor
Douglas Cantor
Department of Political Science			
Office hours: Monday/Tuesday – 2pm to 4pm (in-person only)
Office Location: Hickman Hall, 416	
Douglas.cantor@rutgers.edu

Teaching Assistants:
TA Office Hours are on Zoom. Links are available below:
India Lenear - india.s.lenear@rutgers.edu
	Virtual Office Hours: Wednesdays, 1:00pm to 2:00pm
	Zoom Link:
https://rutgers.zoom.us/j/91409525580?pwd=ajNUTVRaZjRiM00wUUdHcnZsaWE2dz09

Christopher Saint Jean - cxs2@polisci.rutgers.edu
	Virtual Office Hours: Mondays, 9:00am to 10:00am
	Zoom Link: https://rutgers.zoom.us/j/4699753736?pwd=QVBYMlVuMlJBbmFrY0I5YklQdkJnQT09

Pin Lu - pin.lu@rutgers.edu
	Virtual Office Hours: Fridays, 2:00pm to 3:00pm
	Zoom Link
https://rutgers.zoom.us/my/pl526?pwd=dk1rNXhTaXRyTGFnQmxXcnNsTUdFQT09

Michael Fitzgerald - mf876@polisci.rutgers.edu
	Virtual Office Hours: Fridays – 1:00pm to 2:00pm
	Zoom Link
https://rutgers.zoom.us/my/mf876?pwd=MGM2STZPZEtEQzYwem1BbXhYbkZlUT09.

Disclaimer: Please review all parts of this syllabus prior to emailing me questions on the course and attending the first class. In all likelihood, questions such as: “Where do we go the first week?” and most other questions can be found here.
Course Description

This class raises questions about what the role of judicial interpretation of the law ought to be in a democratic society, whether and how it can best serve the interests of the people law governs, and when legal institutions and actors—courts and judges—should intervene in other political processes. We will explore the tension between constitutions and democracy, debates about judicial review and judicial elections, the challenges of judicial accountability and judicial independence, among others.

What should the role of law and courts be in a democratic society? When should unelected judges override political majorities? Are courts and judicial decisions an effective way to produce and maintain fairness? Should we enshrine more or fewer rights in the constitution? Should we have more or less judicial involvement in major political decisions? Should we elect or appoint judges? There are no easy answers, but we will try to understand some of the best practices for developing and maintaining a legal system that reflects fundamental democratic values of fair enforcement, equal treatment, and the idea that no one should be above the law.

This class is designed to introduce students to the study of law and courts as an integral part of the political process. The class has three main themes: First, law is politics. Though it operates under different rules and constraints than legislative or executive bodies, it is deeply influenced by political preferences and political philosophies. This is inevitable – law is, after all, written, interpreted, and enforced by people, and people have different preferences about how society is and ought to be governed. The Constitution (covered over the first several weeks of the course), for example, is a document that was written and negotiated by people with different political, social, and legal preferences about how society is and ought to be governed. 

The course is organized in four parts: First, we will conduct a brief introduction into history and principles of the U.S. Constitution and the basic structures of federal law. Second, we explore the structure and function of federal courts. This part of the course concludes with introducing you to the idea of interpreting a Supreme Court decision. Third, we study state court systems and the role of judicial selection, notably judicial appointments, judicial elections, and private judging. The fourth and final section of the class turns away from institutional arrangements of courts and judges and examines lawyers and procedure. 

Please always keep in mind that this is an introductory level course and we only have one semester together in it. We are but merely touching the surface on everything discussed! Almost every topic we cover in this course could function as its own topic for an entire semester-long course. For example, we could conduct an entire semester on judicial selection in the United States, and we are covering the topic for a paltry handful of classes. It is practically impossible to touch on every example and argument made on the broader topics such a limited amount of time. If any of the topics we go over in class interest you and you want to learn more about them, know that there are libraries of books with more information and higher-level classes with more focused specializations, and your instructor also teaches upper division courses on many of the topics discussed. My door is always open for a chat on any of them!

Lastly, and perhaps most importantly, a required component of this course is a new program brought to the Political Science department here at Rutgers, in which you will attend both federal and state courts in-person. A description and instructions for the program are covered in the next part of this syllabus and instructional materials are available on your course Canvas page. 



THE LAW AND POLITICS COURT VISITATION PROGRAM

Required for completion of this court will be two visits to courts in the state of New Jersey. The first will be a visit to the Federal District Court in Newark, and the second will be a visit to the Middlesex County Court located in New Brunswick. 

Why? The books, discussion, and lectures for this class provide more than enough information for a semester. However, as an educator, I believe there are equally important things that exist outside of the classroom for your professional lives. Unfortunately politics, and especially law, rarely behave exactly as our textbooks describe 100% of the time, and sometimes it is beneficial to go and witness things for yourself. 

While the class does have several traditional aspects to it, I have implemented a pilot program in the spirit of applied assessment, to get all of you out into the real world and to see for yourself if our course materials hit the empirical nail on the head. 

Additional descriptions and materials for completing the program will be made available on your course website. Please surf the materials and consider the following protocol when deciding to stay enrolled in the course during the first two weeks of the semester, the university add/drop period:

1. Alternative assignments for missing court observation visits will not be offered. Attending court visitation days during the designated windows is mandatory to pass this class. Each visit must be completed within the designated windows. Please consider the rigidity of the program when deciding to stay enrolled in the course in the first two weeks during the add/drop period. Unfortunately, due to the size of the class, stringency is necessary for things running smoothly. 
2. Note that because of the mandatory nature of the program, you will be given a two-week window to complete each visit. Those weeks are available for view in the course schedule on this syllabus, and are detailed further on your course website. 
3. Each visit will be organized for you. You only need to select a day, show up, and complete the supplementary work for each visit. Note that you can only attend courts on scheduled days, as we have representatives from the courts working with us. Available dates for your visits are outlined in the course materials on Canvas and discussed in the instructional video. 

On your course page, under the Pages tab that covers the program, you will see a video approximately 20 minutes long that covers the program in detail. Please watch that video during the first two weeks of class, decide if you want to stay enrolled, and if so be sure to attend lecture during Week 3 of the semester. This will be a live Q&A class where you are free to bring all questions on completing the course materials and visitations.

***Disclaimer: Fall 2023 is the first time we are doing this. My apologies in advance for unanticipated problems that may arise.***



CLASS FORMAT: LECTURES AND RECITATIONS

Aside from visitations, this is a reading, writing, and dialogue centered course. The class is divided into two formats, lectures, and recitation sections. 

Lecture days will be conducted in the main lecture facility in Lucy Stone on dates designated on the course schedule below. Due to the size and format of the course, lectures will be largely one-way talks given by Professor Cantor, covering main points from your course texts, as well as supplementary materials that I feel are relevant to the course topics. We will do our best to leave 5-10 minutes at the end of every lecture for Q&A, however this may not always be guaranteed. 

Your class will also consist of several recitation sections spaced throughout the semester on dates designated on the course schedule below. If you see the word “Recitation” listed for a specific date, that means we do not meet for our normal session in Lucy Stone that day, and instead you will go to your recitation sections listed on your course schedule. Each of you are registered for different sections. There are twelve recitation sections for this class and each one meets at a different time on different days and in different rooms. Please have a handle on when and where you are supposed to go before the first recitation section, which is in Week 2. 

The purpose of recitation sections is to balance out the one-way nature of course lectures with discussions, debates, healthy dialogue, and clarity on course assignments. All recitation sections are led by your Teaching Assistants and will consist of back-and-forth discussions and applied activities amongst each other on the course materials. 

Most importantly, the above is completely dependent on you, the student, having done the readings before class and showing up. Your course grade is wholly dependent on you being in class and being present and prepared. Just like all things in life, be on time, be ready to work, focus, and stay goal oriented. Stick to those and you will do just fine. 

Please note that I will cover things in classes that are not in your text, and there are things in your text that I will not cover in classes. You, the student, are responsible for all materials covered in both class and your course texts for the midterm and final examinations. 

This class is also well staffed with teaching assistants and learning assistants, with their roles described in the next section. 

TEACHING AND LEARNING ASSISTANTS

We are fortunate to have eight assistants in this class in the form graduate teaching assistants and undergraduate learning assistants. Your four teaching assistants (TA’s) are PhD students in the Rutgers Political Science graduate program. They will conduct your recitation sections and will be your main points of contact in the course. Please check your WebReg to confirm who your TA is and which section you are registered for. While I conduct my office hours in-person only, your TA’s will be available for their office hours over Zoom if you can’t make it over to me on Cook/Douglass. 
	During lectures, we also have the benefit of four undergraduate learning assistants. They are in the lecture hall solely to assist with classroom activities and are only available during lectures for this class. Please do not contact them outside of lectures, only contact myself or your TA. 

DISCLAIMER ON RECORDING AND/OR POSTING OF LECTURES AND CLASSROOM MATERIAL

Lectures for this course are not recorded or posted. Recording or photographing lectures of any kind is prohibited. It is a violation of Rutgers policy to distribute (e.g., posting to social media) any course resources or materials (including but not limited to recording classes, lectures, exams, etc.) without permission of the instructor.  Students who violate this policy are subject to disciplinary action.  The University may also choose to impose additional sanctions for violations of the Academic Integrity policy, including suspension or dismissal.
Given the nature of the topics explored in this course, a spiritual and active practice of mutual respect is crucial for classroom discourse. Students must respectfully listen to others’ critiques and articulate responses in a thoughtful manner. Unless obtained by Disability Services, any audio or video recording of class sessions without the express permission of the instructor is prohibited. Any student with express university permission to record lectures may not distribute them.
In the event that you miss lecture due to circumstances, please consult with your classmates in obtaining the notes from that day. 
EMAIL POLICY

The staff of this class kindly request that email be used for brief exchanges. For lengthy exchanges regarding course materials and class issues, please make every effort to talk to me in-person by attending the office hours of myself or your TA’s virtual hours. In the event that you do email, I will make every reasonable effort to reply to class-related e-mails within 24-48 hours, EXCEPT on weekends and holidays. I generally have a huge number of e-mails to answer immediately before exam dates or paper deadlines. Thus, I cannot guarantee a timely reply within 48 hours of these events. So, it is in your interest to start studying and working on your assignments early so that you can take maximum advantage of my advice and help. 

I am also available during scheduled office hours and during class. I love when students come by and chat about course-related issues – it’s one of the most significant things you can do to improve your college experience! I would encourage all of you to bring your questions to office hours, which are in-person, rather than email. It will be good practice for communication.

I am generally around on campus during the week. If you walk by my office during non-office hours and see my door open, feel free to swing by to discuss anything you like.




REQUIRED TEXT(S)

You are required to purchase or rent one textbook for this course, which is:

Robert A. Carp, et al. Judicial Process in America. CQ Press, 2022.

The book is available through your university bookstore through print or eBook, and a discount is available if purchased in eBook form on the first day of class. You are welcome to buy a paper version of the text if you prefer physical books.

GRADING REQUIREMENTS 
 
Recitation Attendance and Participation – 10% 
Mid-term – 20% 
Final – 25% 
Pre-Court Observation Portfolio – 10% - (1 Survey, 1 Journal Entry)
Court Observation Portfolio #1 – 15% (1 Visit, 1 Survey, 1 Journal Entry)
Court Observation Portfolio #2 – 20% - (1 Visit, 1 Survey. 2 Journal Entries)
 
***Any student that receives a failing grade for attendance and participation will receive a failing grade for the class. *** 

Your grade is determined by six components; two exams, three observation portfolios, and attendance & participation. The exam dates are listed on the course schedule below. Exams will be administered in-person, and rules for alternative exam requests are listed in this syllabus, and will be reiterated prior to each exam. Exams will be a mixture of short answer and essay questions. 
 
If you would like to keep track of your grade, I grade on a scale of 1,000. So, for example, your midterm is worth 200 points out of 1,000 available points. If at any point you are curious about where you stand, calculate your current total out of what has been available, and the percentage of that is your current grade.  
 
COURT OBSERVATION PORTFOLIOS 
 
Along with the visitation itself, your court visitation activities will also come with several assignments detailed in full under the Court Observation Materials page on your course website.  
 
The breakdown for your pre-court observation portfolio out of 100 points (10%) is: 
· Survey – 15% 
· Journal Entry – 85% 
 

The breakdown from a grading standpoint for observation portfolios 1 (15% or 150 points) and 2 (20% or 200 points) is as follows:   
· Attending court for the day – 75% 
· Journals – 20% 
· Surveys – 5% 
All additional materials and information on the visitation program can be found on your course website.  
EXAMS 
 
Your midterm exam is on Parts I and II of the course. The final is on Parts III and IV. The final is not cumulative. 
 
Both the midterm and final will be conducted in-person, no online options will be made available. Both exams are closed book. Both exams will be a mix of short answers and essay questions. Technology of any sort is not permitted during exams, and we will provide writing booklets for you. 
 
Study guides are not provided for this class; however, I will go over key points to keep in mind during lectures, and review sessions will be conducted in lecture and/or recitation sections. Thus, it is in your interest to stay proactive and organized right from the beginning. 
 
All accommodations needed for exams taken with Disability Services are the responsibility of the student. Your instructor and teaching assistants are unable to schedule an exam at ODS for you. 
 
Requests for alternative midterm exams must be made no less than 72 hours prior to the administration of an exam. Documentation is 100% required, no exceptions, and must accompany any request. All requests for alternative accommodations must be made before an exam is administered. The missing of an examination without any notification prior will constitute an automatic zero for the exam. Any and all alternative exams must be taken before administration of the actual exam. Once the class exam is administered, it may not be taken late. 
 
ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION 
  
Attendance is required in this class and also necessary for you to succeed. Attendance for recitation serves as 10% of your grade. Any student that receives a failing grade for attendance will receive an automatic failure for the course.  
 
Attendance for lectures will not be tracked, however you are expected to be in class in accordance with Rutgers University standards, available here: 
 
https://sasundergrad.rutgers.edu/degree-requirements/policies/attendance-and-cancellation-of-classes 
 
While I will not be taking attendance for lectures, please note an important caveat to this policy: Anything I go over in lectures is fair game for exams and assignments, and what I cover in lectures will not always be straight from your texts.  
 
I may, occasionally, have everyone sign in during lecture. This is merely for informational purposes (mainly for students that simply do not show for an entire semester), and will not affect your attendance grade. If you are absent on a day that we pass a sheet around during a lecture session, don’t sweat it.  
 
For recitation, you will lose twenty points per absence off of your attendance grade once you exceed more than three unexcused absences. Absences get categorized as excused or unexcused. An excused absence is a defined as an avoidable religious, family, or medical matter that is accompanied by documentation as proof. All requests for medical and family excusals must be accompanied by documentation. Religious matters are also excused, and must be cleared with me ahead of time. I highly recommend that you save your recitations absences for an unexpected illness, particularly those of you that rely on Student Health Services, as they do not provide doctor’s notes. 
 
Unexcused absences are defined as all non-religious absences in which documentation is not provided. 

SUBMITTING WORK

All submissions must be done through our course platform and are due at the assigned due time on the assigned due date. I do not accept email submissions unless there is a dire technical emergency. A dire technical emergency is defined as an unavoidable crash in hardware or software that could not have been avoided in any other circumstances. Thus, for example: “I waited until the last second to submit the assignment, and then my Wi-Fi kicked out and/or the website simply wouldn’t take the assignment,” does not constitute a dire technical emergency. 

 If you have a dire technical emergency, please email your TA your assignment after exhausting all measures. Your e-mail must include 

1. A copy of the assignment. 
2. A screenshot 
3. An explanation of the technical problem. 

You will still be required to submit your work through the course website after the fact, your email will simply hold the submission time. 

To be as clear as possible: Any issues you run into on the day of a due date that might interfere with you completing the submission before the submission time ends, be they personal or technical, must be communicated to your TA before the submission time expires. 

If you regularly encounter tech problems due to your resources, submit your work prior to the due date and/or time. 

Late Penalties: I deduct ½ a letter grade per day that an assignment or paper is late. 

Please note that several assignments this semester are time sensitive due to the court visitation program. Late work unfortunately will not be accepted for journal entries and feedback surveys. 

CLASSROOM INCLUSION

My name is Professor Douglas Cantor, I use he/him pronouns, and my classroom is a Safe Zone. I will gladly honor your request to address you by an alternate/preferred name or gender pronoun. Please advise me of this preference early in the semester so that I may make appropriate changes to my records.

LANGUAGE DISCLAIMER

Political Science is the study of power; who gets what, where, and when. Often times, studying the field requires examination of historical facts and figures that, by modern standards, may have written or spoken in terms that are unacceptable by the standards of today. We may read historical quotes from, for example, a piece of legislation or a court ruling. We may, in other instances, discuss the polling effects from a gaffe by a politician that may be considered offensive or insensitive. Please note that any language used verbatim from historical and empirical sources may not reflect my own personal lexicon. If any of the language used in our units makes you feel uncomfortable or can be considered triggering, please feel free to contact your TA or myself for accommodations for alternate work.  
	I will always do my best to give fair warning if a sensitive piece of writing or media is on the horizon, but humbly ask for your forgiveness in advance if I miss a warning from time to time. The history of the United States with respect to this specific matter is quite an abyss, and it is difficult to have all of it committed to memory at all times. If any of the language used in our units makes you feel uncomfortable or can be considered triggering, please feel free to contact me for accommodations. My door is always open and I’m always willing to listen. I have never turned down a request for an alternate assignment within this context. 

LEARNING GOALS

Core Curriculum Goals Met by this Course

SCL, HST: Areas of Inquiry: Social and Analysis

[image: SASgraphic8]
Department Learning Goals Met by this Course

This course introduces law, legal systems, and legal writing. You will gain experience in reading court cases at several levels of American law, as well as legal analysis and discussion. 

This class fulfills the following Core Curriculum requirements: Social and Historical Analysis (SCL, HST)

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

[image: The Credible Hulk always cites his sources. : wikipediamemes]

Current Academic Integrity Policy:
Summary:  
http://nbacademicintegrity.rutgers.edu/home-2/academic-integrity-policy /  

Resources for Students:  
https://nbprovost.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-students
· Honor pledge:  
· Inform students that they will need to sign the Rutgers Honor Pledge on every major exam or assignment as follows:
· The Rutgers honor pledge will be included on all (major) assessments for you to sign: On my honor, I have neither received nor given any unauthorized assistance on this examination (assignment).
Recommended by the Office of Student Conduct to promote a culture of academic integrity: Rutgers University takes academic dishonesty very seriously. By enrolling in this course, you assume responsibility for familiarizing yourself with the Academic Integrity Policy and the possible penalties (including suspension and expulsion) for violating the policy. As per the policy, all suspected violations will be reported to the Office of Student Conduct. Academic dishonesty includes (but is not limited to): 
· Cheating 
· Plagiarism 
· Aiding others in committing a violation or allowing others to use your work 
· Failure to cite sources correctly 
· Fabrication 
· Using another person’s ideas or words without attribution–re-using a previous assignment 
· Unauthorized collaboration
· Sabotaging another student’s work
If in doubt, please consult the instructor. Please review the Academic Integrity Policy. 
I expect that all of the work you hand in to me is work that you have produced on your own and that any information you obtain from other sources will be properly cited.  While I encourage students to study together, when you submit work for this class, it must be wholly your own.  If you have any questions or concerns about plagiarism, please see the university policy on academic integrity at the URL above or see me. Plagiarizing someone else’s work (including cheating on exams) will result in a failing grade and suspected violations of academic integrity will be referred to the appropriate Dean for investigation. If you have any questions or concerns about my expectations, please do not hesitate to ask me.

CIVILITY

Being rude, insulting, disrespectful, or cynical to fellow classmates is expressly forbidden in this course. Professionalism and respect for your cohort is required and any student that violates this will be contacted directly, possibly be assigned a zero for the current module, and in extreme circumstances may be reported to higher levels within the university. 

ACCOMMODATIONS

“Rutgers University is committed to providing an environment where all students can equally participate in the academic experience. The accommodation of students with disabilities who meet admissions requirements is mandated by both federal and state law. Rutgers University supports these laws by pledging to comply with their requirements.”
http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~polcomp/fachand.shtml#sec1

If you anticipate needing any type of reasonable accommodation in this course or have questions about accessibility, please contact me immediately.

Rutgers Resources: Wellness and Services

Final Exam/Paper Date and Time 
The final exam grid is posted here: https://scheduling.rutgers.edu/sites/default/files/pdf/Fall%202021%20NB%20Exam%20Grid%20081621.pdf 
See the full policies at https://scheduling.rutgers.edu/scheduling/exam-scheduling/final-exam-policies 

Student-Wellness Services

Report a Bias Incident If you experience or witness an act of bias or hate, report it to someone in authority. You may file a report online and you will be contacted within 24 hours.   The bias reporting page is here.
Click here to report a bias incident

Bias is defined by the University as an act, verbal, written, physical, psychological, that threatens, or harms a person or group on the basis of race, religion, color, sex, age, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, national origin, ancestry, disability, marital status, civil union status, domestic partnership status, atypical heredity or cellular blood trait, military service or veteran status.

Counseling, ADAP & Psychiatric Services (CAPS)
(848) 932-7884 / 17 Senior Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901/ http://health.rutgers.edu/medical-counseling-services/counseling/ 
CAPS is a University mental health support service that includes counseling, alcohol and other drug assistance, and psychiatric services staffed by a team of professionals within Rutgers Health services to support students’ efforts to succeed at Rutgers University. CAPS offers a variety of services that include: individual therapy, group therapy and workshops, crisis intervention, referral to specialists in the community, and consultation and collaboration with campus partners. 

Crisis Intervention : http://health.rutgers.edu/medical-counseling-services/counseling/crisis-intervention/ 

Report a Concern:  http://health.rutgers.edu/do-something-to-help/

Violence Prevention & Victim Assistance (VPVA)
(848) 932-1181 / 3 Bartlett Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901 / www.vpva.rutgers.edu/ 
The Office for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance provides confidential crisis intervention, counseling and advocacy for victims of sexual and relationship violence and stalking to students, staff and faculty.  To reach staff during office hours when the university is open or to reach an advocate after hours, call 848-932-1181.
 
Disability Services
 (848) 445-6800 / Lucy Stone Hall, Suite A145, Livingston Campus, 54 Joyce Kilmer Avenue, Piscataway, NJ 08854 /  https://ods.rutgers.edu/ 
Rutgers University welcomes students with disabilities into all of the University's educational programs. In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, a student with a disability must contact the appropriate disability services office at the campus where you are officially enrolled, participate in an intake interview, and provide documentation: https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/documentation-guidelines. If the documentation supports your request for reasonable accommodations, your campus’s disability services office will provide you with a Letter of Accommodations. Please share this letter with your instructors and discuss the accommodations with them as early in your courses as possible. To begin this process, please complete the Registration form on the ODS web site at: https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/registration-form.

COURSE SCHEDULE 
***We are in the lecture hall in Lucy Stone for the first week on Tuesday and Friday from 10:20 to 11:40*** 
 
Part I – Course Introduction and the U.S. Constitution 
 
Week 1 
Read:  
· Syllabus 
· The U.S. Constitution 
· The Declaration of Independence 
· The Articles of Confederation 
 
Sept 5 – First Day! Go to the lecture hall in Lucy Stone - Introduction and Syllabus 
Sept 8 -  Lecture Hall – Article III of the U.S. Constitution, Tiers of Federal Law, and Slavery 
 
Part II – The U.S. Legal System and the Supreme Court 
 
Week 2 – Law and Politics in the U.S. 
Read: Judicial Process in America: Chapters 1 and 2 
 
Sept 12 – Lecture Hall – Federal Courts  
Sept 15 – Recitation Sections
 
Week 3  - The Role of Federal Courts 
Read: Judicial Process in America: Chapter 4 
Sept 19 – Lecture Hall -  Jurisdiction and Policymaking Boundaries  
Sept 22 – Recitation Sections 
· Journal Entry #1 Due 
· (Late submissions only accepted until Oct 2nd) 
 
Week 4 – Federal Judicial Selection 
Read: Judicial Process in America: Chapter 6 
 
Sept 26 – Lecture Hall – Selection Federal Judges 
Sept 29 – Recitation  
· Deadline for Completing Survey #1 (Late submissions not available) 
 


Week 5 – Federal Court Visitation Week A  
Read: Judicial Process in America – Chapter 7 
 
Oct 3 – No class. Please attend court on your scheduled day.  
Oct 6 – Lecture Hall – Policy and the Judiciary 
 
Week 6 – Federal Court Visitation Week B 
· Read: Morse v Frederick (2007) - ***Teacher’s tip: Don’t look this up on Wikipedia or watch a Youtube video about it. Part of the reason I’m assigning this is to get you experience in reading the actual text from the case and understanding it on your own. Try to figure it out for yourself and I’ll go over it in lecture. *** 
Oct 10 – Lecture Hall – Morse as an example + Law as a Profession 
Oct 13 - No class. Please attend court on your scheduled day.  
Oct 15 –Journal Entry #2 Due 
 
Week 7 – Exam Week 
Read: None. Please catch up and study.  
 
Oct 17 – Midterm review 
· Deadline for Completing Survey #2 - (Late submissions not available) 
Oct 20 – Midterm examination (In-class during our normal period at our normal lecture location) 

Part III – State Courts
 
Week 8 – State Courts 
Read: Judicial Process in America – Chapter 3 
Oct 24 – Lecture Hall – Introduction to State Courts 
Oct 27 – Recitation 
 
Part III – Judicial Independence, Accountability, and Judicial Selection, Judicial Elections, Judicial Shortages in New Jersey, Private Judging – LA Times 
 
Week 9 – State Judicial Selection 
Read: Judicial Process in America: Chapter 5 
            Also read: Judicial Elections Folder – Available on Course Website 
 
Oct 31 – Lecture Hall - State Judicial Selection 
Nov 3 – Lecture Hall - Judicial Elections 
· Journal Entry #3 Due 
· (Late submissions only accepted until Nov 6th)   
Week 10 – State Court Visitation Week A 
Reading: None. Catch up or read ahead! 
Nov 7 – No class. Please attend court on your scheduled day. 
Nov 10 – Recitation 
 
Week 11 – State Court Visitation Week B + Judicial Shortages 
Read: Judicial Shortage Folder – Available on Course Website 
 
Nov 14 – No class. Please attend court on your scheduled day. 
Nov 17 – Lecture Hall – The Political Consequences of Judicial Selection: Judicial Shortages 
 
Week 12 – Private Judging 
Read: Private Judging Folder – Available on Course Website 
 
Nov 21 – Lecture Hall – Private Judging 
Nov 24 - No class! Thanksgiving break! 
 
Part IV – Criminal and Civil Cases 
 
Week 13 –Criminal Cases 
Read: Judicial Process in America – Chapters 9 and 10 
 
Nov 28 – Lecture Hall – Crime, Procedure, and the Criminal Trial  
· Deadline for Completing Survey #3 - (Late submissions not available) 
 Dec 1 – Lecture Hall – Criminal Cases (cont’d) 
 
Week 14 – Civil Cases 
Read - Judicial Process in America – Chapter 11 
Dec 5 – Civil Court Processes and Trials 
Dec 8 – Recitation 
· Journal Entry #4 Due 
 Week 15 – Preparing for Finals! 
Dec 12 – Lecture Hall - Exam Review 
 
Final Exam Date – 12/15/2023 – 8:00 – 11:00 am 
In person in our normal lecture hall location. Online options not available under any circumstances. 
(Apologies in advance for the early start time, the university schedules final exam times, not me!) 
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