RUTGERS, THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW JERSEY

DEPARTMENT OF LATINO AND CARIBBEAN STUDIES
Latinidades: Latin Images and Identities Seminar 
Fall 2021, 01:595:104:01. 1.5 credits
Friday 11:00 AM-12:20 PM

Instructor: 	Carlos A. Fernández, PhD
Office: 		Center for Latino Arts and Culture, 172 College Avenue (CAC)
Office hours:	Monday 1-3 pm and Thursday 3-5 PM, or by appointment
Email:		cafernan@rutgers.edu 
Phone: 	848-932-1263

OVERVIEW

Latinidades: Latin Images and Identities is a seminar offered by the Department of Latino and Caribbean Studies in partnership with the Center for Latino Arts and Culture as a core requirement for all students residing in the Latin Images Living-Learning Community (Latin Images LLC). The course is offered in both fall and spring with varying content each semester.

Students who participate in the seminar will critically explore the history, culture, and arts of Latinos in the United States, as well as contemporary issues affecting various communities across the country and internationally. The seminar also integrates co-curricular programs focused on leadership and service and networking and community building activities that enhance the overall student experience and support student inclusion, retention and success. 

With a population of nearly 60 million people, Latinos have become the largest ethnic minority in the United States. Yet they constitute a diverse group socially, linguistically, culturally and politically: many are recent immigrants originating from nations of Central and South America and the Caribbean whose complex familial histories include Native American, European and African ancestry; others trace their heritage to that of populations inhabiting the southern and southwestern United States long before it became a nation. 

The seminar will bring students together to explore these diverse experiences from a variety of disciplinary vantage points to identify common themes. Through small group interaction, discussions, faculty talks, readings, educational exercises and participation in out-of-class events, students will gain appreciation and knowledge about contemporary Latina/x/o identities.

LEARNING GOALS

· Gain knowledge about the recent history of Latin American and Caribbean migration and settlement in the United States, cultural traditions, and artistic practices within specific communities
· Develop understanding of the field of Latino and Caribbean Studies from various theoretical perspectives and analytical approaches including history, philosophy, cultural studies, comparative literature, anthropology, and sociology
· Build an intellectual community of peers and create connections with scholars, faculty, professionals, activists, and artists
· Enhance ability to communicate effectively and write persuasively through weekly discussions and brief written essays 
· Acquire grounding in study skills, time-management, and student support services and resources
· Engage and participate in campus-wide student leadership, cultural, and social events.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Required Text 

Suarez, Ray. Latino Americans: The 500-Year Legacy that Shaped a Nation. New York: Penguin Group, 2013. [ISBN: 978-0451238146] (Available at Barnes & Noble)

Grading System

Grading for the course is on a PASS/NO CREDIT basis; passing requires students receive a C or better, while a D or F will yield an NC grade.

Evaluation

Knowledge acquired through the course will be assessed on the basis of class attendance and in-class discussions, bi-weekly online responses, a personal journey reflection, and two short out-of-class event reports which draw on the full scope of course experiences.

Personal Journey and Family History (10 points each)			20%
Participation in Weekly Seminars 						30%
6 Biweekly Journal Entries (5 points each)					30%
2 Essays on Extra-curricular Events (10 points each)				20%

[bookmark: _Hlk37142059]Class Attendance, Participation and ADA Accommodations

Attendance to class is required of all students. Students must also make every effort to come to class on time. If it is not possible to attend a particular class, you are responsible for contacting the instructor before class and for completing any in-class assignment and obtaining any important class-related information from that day.  

You must use the University absence reporting website https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ to indicate the date and reason for your absence. An email is automatically sent to me. 

Class participation grades are calculated from both the quality and quantity of your classroom participation in class discussions and demonstrated knowledge of the content of the readings. 
The following rubric will be used to evaluate class participation:

	
Grade Range
	
Assessment of Performance Level


	
A
	
Learner makes timely and thoughtful comments, contributes actively without dominating the discussion, shows interest in and respects the views of others, frequently refers to course concepts and readings, and employs conventional etiquette.


	
B
	
Learner makes timely and thoughtful comments, contributes actively without dominating the discussion, shows interest in and respects the views of others, sometimes refers to course concepts and readings, and employs conventional etiquette.


	
C
	
Learner participates in discussion, but in a limited way. Learner may respond less thoughtfully, make rambling or off topic statements that do not link to course concepts and readings or the ideas of others.


	
D
	
Learner rarely participates in discussion and usually gives only minimal replies. Learner demonstrates insufficient regard for the contributions and views of others, seldom makes satisfactory linkages to course concepts, seldom demonstrates conventional etiquette.


	
F
	
Learner does not participate in class discussion or dominates or makes inappropriate or off-topic comments that do not link to other concepts.



Credit: The design of this rubric is based on the following article: http://jolt.merlot.org/vol7no3/baker_0911.pdf

Rutgers University welcomes students with disabilities into all of the University's educational programs. In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, a student with a disability must contact the appropriate disability services office at the campus where you are officially enrolled, participate in an intake interview, and provide documentation: https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/documentation-guidelines. If the documentation supports your request for reasonable accommodations, your campus’s disability services office will provide you with a Letter of Accommodations. Please share this letter with your instructors and discuss the accommodations with them as early in your courses as possible. To begin this process, please complete the registration form  (https://webapps.rutgers.edu/student-ods/forms/registration).

Required Readings and Audio Visual Materials

In addition to Ray Suarez’ Latino Americans, readings are provided by visiting faculty presenting in this year’s seminar. All additional required readings will be available electronically on the course site. 

Readings required for each day must be read BEFORE class. 

Audio visual materials will be screened during class sessions. They will also be placed on Alexander Library Course Reserves for continued access throughout the course. Whenever possible, they will be uploaded to the course site. 

Weekly Journal Postings

Each student will submit six (6) brief responses of 250 words each to questions posted on the course site (about one double-spaced page each) that reflect on weekly topics, presentations, readings, and/or assignments. Questions will be posted by Friday before the topic is due; responses are due on Thursday midnight before the Friday class. Late responses will be marked down a letter grade. All online responses must be written in good English, with attention to punctuation, grammar, and syntax. 

[bookmark: _Hlk37142644]Plagiarism is strictly prohibited. Students are expected to abide by Rutgers University’s policy on academic integrity and code of student conduct: http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/

A few suggestions in integrating required readings into your essay: 

· Identify key concepts or perspectives advanced in each unit and use them as starting points for your essay. Write your own version of the author’s main message, or thesis, or find a good quote from the reading that articulates the author’s main point. If you do the latter, you must reproduce the quote in your response, with page number.

· Identify specific sections in the each of the readings that provide perspectives of interest to you about the topic. Use these as background to your own critical responses to the reading.

· You are encouraged to identify, review, and reference other primary sources (first person accounts, event observations and/or documentaries) or secondary sources (written by other scholars) in your essay. If you do, you must indicate the source (book, journal, article, internet, etc.) using standard citation format at the bottom or end of your essay.

Personal Journey Essay and Reports on Extra-Curricular Events

Students are expected to submit a personal journey essay and three short event reports for the course. The Family History and Personal Journey Essay will reflect on the student’s family history, cultural background, and personal journey and aspirations. 

[bookmark: _Hlk37142500]Students are expected to attend two (2) extra-curricular events during the duration of the course and to incorporate their experiences into a written report about each event (see list at end of syllabus). Event reports are to be no less than 700 words (two pages), and must cover the following aspects: 1) who organized the program, 2) where and when the event took place, 3) background information about the presenter or performers who participated in the event, 4) what the program was about, 5) how the event is relevant to the topic of seminar, and 6) how it contributed to the student’s cultural knowledge and social and intellectual engagement. Proof of attendance may be requested to confirm participation.

Essays and reports are due on the course site dropbox folder by 5 PM on the dates indicated in the syllabus; late essays will be marked down a letter grade.



CLASS SCHEDULE

Week 1		INTRODUCTION

Friday, September 3	Becoming Latinos: Personhood, Kinship, Ethnicity and Intersectional identities

Week 2	EARLY HISPANIC PRESENCE IN THE UNITED STATES 

Friday, September 10	Reading: Ray Suarez. Chapter 1, “The Convergence Begins,” in Latino Americans: The 500-Year Legacy that Shaped a Nation 

Personal Journey Essay (Due Friday, September 10 at 5 PM)
	
Week 3	WHY WE CELEBRATE LATINO HERITAGE MONTH (Virtual)

Friday, September 17	Conversation with representatives of the Latino Student Council (LSC) 
 
	Reading Journal #1 (Due Friday, September 17 at 5 PM)
	*Attend Welcome to La Familia (September 19 from 3-5 PM)

Week 4	IMPACT OF U.S. POLICIES ABROAD ON LATIN AMERICAN & CARIBBEAN IMMIGRATION 

Friday, September 24	Reading: Ray Suarez, Chapter 2, “Shared Destinies . . . Made Manifest,” in Latino Americans: The 500-Year Legacy that Shaped a Nation

*Reading Journal #2 (Due Friday, September 24 at 5 PM)
*Attend LHM Opening Ceremonies (September 24, 4PM-12AM)

Week 5				LCS FACULTY PRESENTATION (Virtual)

Friday, October 1		TBA

*Extra-Curricular Event Report #1 Due

Week 6			LATINOS AND CIVIL RIGHTS 

Friday, October 8	Reading: Ray Suarez, Chapter 3, “At War: Abroad . . . and at Home,” in Latino Americans: The 500-Year Legacy that Shaped a Nation

*Reading Journal #3 (Due Friday, October 8 at 5 PM)

Week 7			LCS FACULTY PRESENTATION (Virtual)

Friday, October 15	TBA

Week 8	THE NEW LATINOS

Friday, October 22	Reading: Ray Suarez, Chapter 4, “I Like to Live in America,” in Latino Americans: The 500-Year Legacy that Shaped a Nation

*Reading Journal #4 (Due Friday, October 22 at 5 PM)

Week 9	 LCS FACULTY PRESENTATION (Virtual)

Friday, October 29	TBA

*Extra-Curricular Event Report #2 Due

Week 10	PREJUDICE AND PRIDE 

Friday, November 5	Reading: Ray Suarez, Chapter 5, “Whose ‘In’? Whose ‘Out’? Whose America?” in Latino Americans: The 500-Year Legacy that Shaped a Nation

*Reading Journal #5 (Due Friday, November 5 at 5 PM)

Week 11	LCS FACULTY PRESENTATION (Virtual)

Friday, November 12	TBA

Week 12	PERIL AND PROMIS

Friday, November 19	Reading: Ray Suarez, Chapter 6, “Where are We Going?”, in Latino Americans: The 500-Year Legacy that Shaped a Nation

*Reading Journal #6 (Due Friday, November 19 at 5 PM)

Week 13	THANKSGIVING BREAK 

Friday, November 26	NO CLASS MEETING

Week 14	CLOSING ACTIVITY FOR LLC

Friday, December 3	Class will meet at CLAC @ 172 College Avenue

Family History Essay (Due Friday, December 3 at 5 PM)
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