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TIL-103A                                                                                     online
COURSE DESCRIPTION
The goal of this course is to explore what it means to be Asian American and their experiences within the U.S. political and economic landscape. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

By the end of the course, students will be able to do the following:

· Explain to others a general understanding of Asian American history and the complexity of being Asian American. 
· Understand the intersection of Asian American identity with race, class and gender/sexuality.
· Begin to formulate an “Asian American” politics/politics pertinent to Asian Americans 

REQUIRED TEXTS:
The Making of Asian American: A History by the Erika Lee
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Making-of-Asian-America/Erika-Lee/9781476739403
All other readings will be available through Canvas or embedded as links into the syllabi. 
GRADING:
Grading will be determined by the following:
Blog/journal entries, which are reflections on readings and discussions, will be posted every Thursday;
Attendance (you are allowed to miss one class)

Two reflections/essays

CLASS CONDUCT:
In the classroom, we will respect one another and treat each other with dignity and respect. This classroom will be a space where attacking someone based on their race/ethnicity, religion, socioeconomic background and their gender/sexuality will not be tolerated. I do want people to engage one another’s ideas but this must happen while we also respect each other and learn to listen to what each of us has to say. 
OFFICE HOURS/CONTACT: I will hold office hours every Thursday from 2:30 p.m. until 3:30 p.m. Otherwise, you can contact me through email: sudipb@polisci.rutgers.edu. 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: 
If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see me as soon as possible during scheduled office hours or after lecture. In order to receive accommodations in this course, you must provide me with a Letter of Accommodation from the Office of Disabilities Services, 77 Hamilton Street. (732) 932-7896.
COURSE OUTLINE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

*SUBJECT TO CHANGE*
Week 1: Introduction
Sept 8: 

An introduction to the course. 

Assigned reading for next class: Mari Matsuda’s “We Will Not Be Used”; Claire Jean Kim’s “Racial Triangulation”; Jay Caspian Kang’s “The Loneliest Asians”: ALL READINGS WILL BE AVAILABLE ON CANVAS
Week 2: Who Are We?
Sept. 15: Discussion of texts by Matsuda, Kang, & Kim 
Assigned reading: 
Chapters 3-5 in Erika Lee’s The Making of Asian America
Week 3: History and Context, Pt. I
Sept. 22: Discussion of history and experiences in chapters 3-5

Assigned reading: 

Chapters 6-8 in Erika Lee’s The Making of Asian America

Week 4: History and Context, Pt. II

Sept. 29: Discussion of history and experiences in chapters 6-8

Assigned reading: 

“Slavery and American Racism” by Greg Grandin; Chapter 1 &2 in Overthrow by Stephen Kinzer: ALL READINGS WILL BE AVAILABLE ON CANVAS

Week 5: IMPERIALISM Pt. I
Oct. 6: Discussion of Grandin & Kinzer
Assigned reading: 

Chapter 7 & 8 in Overthrow by Stephen Kinzer: ALL READINGS WILL BE AVAILABLE ON CANVAS
Week 6: IMPERIALISM Pt. II

Oct. 13: Discussion of Kinzer

Assigned reading: Chapters 11 & 12 in Erika Lee’s Making Asian America
Week 7: Asian Americans & Modern Era Pt. I
Oct. 20: Discussion of Lee

Assigned reading: Chapter 13 & 17 in Erika Lee’s Making Asian America 
Week 8: Asian Americans & Modern Era, Pt. II

Oct. 27: Discussion of Chapters 13 & 17 in Lee

Assigned reading: 

“How the Asian American-led 1982 garment strike shaped three decades of labor activism” by Aaron Mok; “40 years after Vincent Chin’s death, activists work to keep legacy from fading” by Frances Kai-Hwa Wang;

Larry Itliong:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DavaNXnJd7c
Yuri and Malcolm: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xje14nAK2Xc
A Conversation Between Angela Davis & Grace Lee Boggs:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h9IsJwE0B1c&t=13s
ALL MATERIAL WILL BE POSTED ON CANVAS

Week 9: Asian Americans & Activism

Nov. 3: Discussion of articles and media on activism 

Assigned reading: 

“Building Asian American Feminism: In Conversation with the Asian American Feminist Collective” by V. Hunyh

http://reappropriate.co/2018/08/building-asian-american-feminism-in-conversation-with-the-asian-american-feminist-collective/
“Stop Treating Violence Against Asian American Women as Just a Racism Problem” by Sung Yeon Choimorrow

https://msmagazine.com/2021/10/27/asian-american-aapi-women-stereotypes-violence-racism-sexism/
“Sex, Death, and Empire: The Roots of Violence Against Asian Women” by Panthea Lee

https://www.thenation.com/article/society/anti-asian-racism-women/
“Asian American Women Fight Back” by Jiayang Fan

https://www.newyorker.com/culture/photo-booth/asian-american-women-fight-back
ALL READINGS WILL BE POSTED ON CANVAS

Week 10: Asian Americans & Gender 

Nov. 10: Discussion of articles by Choimorrow, Lee, Fan and Hunyh

Assigned reading: 

“Wealth Inequality Among Asian Americans Greater Than Among Whites” by Christian E. Weller and Jeffrey Thompson 

https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/race/reports/2016/12/20/295359/wealth-inequality-among-asian-americans-greater-than-among-whites/
“The Asian American Wealth Gap explained in a comic” by Lok Siu & Jamie Noguchi
“Asian Americans Are Still Caught in the Trap of the ‘Model Minority’ Struggle and It Creates Inequality for All” by Viet Thanh Nguyen

BREAK

Week 11: Asian Americans & Capitalism 

Dec.1: Discuss readings on capitalism. 
Assigned reading: 
“Asian American political preferences have flipped from red to blue” by Beth Daley

https://theconversation.com/asian-americans-political-preferences-have-flipped-from-red-to-blue-145577
“Asian Americans favored Democrats by wide margins” by Kimmy Yam

https://theconversation.com/asian-americans-political-preferences-have-flipped-from-red-to-blue-145577
“Asian American Voter Survey” by AAPI Vote

https://apiavote.org/policy-and-research/asian-american-voter-survey/
“Who Are Asian Americans Supporting in California” by FiveThirtyEight

https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/sanders-might-have-an-edge-with-asian-americans-in-california/
“How South Asian American socialist candidates are helping lead the Left” by Claire Wang

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/how-south-asian-american-socialist-candidates-are-helping-lead-left-n1248658
“Poll: More than half of AAPI voters have never been contacted by a political party” by Marissa Martinez

https://www.newyorker.com/culture/photo-booth/asian-american-women-fight-back
“Poll: More than half of AAPI voters have never been contacted by a political party” by Marissa Martinez

https://www.newyorker.com/culture/photo-booth/asian-american-women-fight-back
“What the election of Asian American GOP women means for the party?” by Jane Hong

https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2021/03/08/what-election-asian-american-gop-women-means-party/
“In their own words: AAPI voters in Nevada talk economy, guns, race” by Susan Davis and Barbara Sprunt

https://www.npr.org/2022/06/14/1103894544/in-their-own-words-aapi-voters-in-nevada-talk-economy-guns-race
Week 12: Asian Americans and contemporary partisan politics 

Dec. 8: Discussion of articles on partisanship 
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